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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 14625 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFORURXF 

SUBJECT: MITCHELL SHARP S CONVERSATIONS ON MIDDLE 
EAST WITH GROMYKO AND KOSYGIN 

1. SUMMARY: CANADIAN SECSTATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS SHARP, 
DURING CONVERSATIONS WITH GROMYKO IN MOSCOW NOVEMBER 19 AND 
WITH KOSYGIN ON BLACK SEA NOVEMBER 21, SPENT MUCH TIME 

ON MIDDLE EAST. GROMYKO-KOSYGIN COMMENTS ON PALESTINE 
INDICATED THAT THEY ARE WAITING FOR ARAB GOVERNMENTS TO 
WORK OUT POSITION ON PALESTINE WHICH SOVIETS WILL THEN 
SUPPORT. END SUMMARY 

2. CANADIAN POLCOUNS HAS FILLED US IN ON MIDDLE EAST 
ASPECTS OF SHARP'S VISIT. GROMYKO ASSERTED TO SHARP THAT 
U.S. HAD FAILED TO HEED SOVIET WARNINGS THAT WAR MIGHT 
BREAK OUT IN ME, IN PARTICULAR BREZHNEV COMMENTS TO 
PRESIDENT NIXON. 
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3. GROMYKO SAID THAT CONFERENCE OF RELEVANT STATES SHOULD 
CONVENE NOT LATER THAN MID DECEMBER. 

4. SHARP ASKED ABOUT BRITISH PROPOSAL FOR DEMILITARIZED 
ZONES. GROMYKO RESPONDED THAT BRITISHPROPOSAL IS NOT 
CLEAR. IF IT MERELY MEANS A ZONE ON BOTH SIDES OF OLD 
BORDER-NOT A BORDER WHICH INCLUDES LAND SEIZED BY ISRAEL— 
THN IT IS NOT NEW, AND HAS IN FACT BEEN PROPOSED EARLIER 

BY SOVIET SIDE. IF HOWEVER IT MEANS THAT DEMILITARIZED 
ZONE WOULD BE CREATED ON OCCUPIED TERRITORY IT WOULD NOT 
BE ACCEPTABLE. GRMYKO'S ARGUMENTATION RESTED ON QUES- 
TION OF SOVEREIGNTY OVER DEMILITARIZED ZONE, WHICH GAVE 
CANADIANS IMPRESSION THAT HE DID NOT RULE OUT ZONE 
WHOLLY LOCATED ON OCCUPIED TERRITORY IF QUESTION OF 
SOVEREIGNTY WERE MADE CLEAR. 

5. IN DISCUSSION OF HOW ISRAELI SECUIRTY WOULD BE 
GUARANTEED-BY GREATPOWERS, SECURITY COUNCIL, OR COM- 
BINATION OF TWO-GROMYKO COMMENTED THAT SECURITY COUNCIL 
IS SUPREME INTERNATIONAL BODY WHOSE DECISIONS MUST BE 
OBYEED, AND ADDED THAT IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT AGREEMENT 
APPROVED BY SC COULD ARRANGE FOR SOME POINTS AGREED IN 
ADVANCE NOT TO BE SUBJECT TO VETO. (CANADIANS WERE 
MYSTFIED BY LATTER IDEA, BUT PASSED ON GROMYKO S COMMENT 
FOR WHAT IT IS WORTH.) 

6. SHARP RAISED PALESTINE. GROMYKO SAID IT IS DIFFICULT 
TO KNOW WHAT IS BEST FOR PALESTINE SINCE EVERY ARAB YOU 
ASK SUGGESTS A DIFFERENT SOLUTION, BUT IT IS CLEAR THAT 
PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATIVES SHOULD ATTEND FUTURE CONFERENCE 
"IN SOME CAPACITY." RESPONDING TO FURTHER QUESTIONS, HE 

SAID THAT ARAB COUNTRIES HAVE RECOGNIZED ISRAEL'S RIGHT 
TO EXIST AND WILL FIND COMMON GROUND WITH THE PALESTINIANS 
TO WORK OUT A SOLUTION. CLEARLY HOWEVER, THE PALESTINE 
QUESTION CANNOT BE LEFT OUT OF ANY SETTLEMENT. 

7. KOSYGIN REPEATED MOST OF GROMYKO'S POINTS, ESPECIALLY 
ON PALESTIN: HE SAID ARAB GOVERNMENTS WILL PUT FORTH A 
SATISFACTORY POSITION ONPALESTINE BY THE TIME OF THEPEACE 
CONFERENCE. HE SAID THAT THIS POSITION, WHEN ESTABLISHED, 
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WILL BE A PRINCIPLED ONE AND WILL NOT BE SUBJECT TO 
COMPROMISE. 

8. CANADIANS COMMENTED THAT NEITHER GROMYKO NOR KOSYGIN 
USED TERM "NATIONAL" IN DISCUSSING PALESTINIAN RIGHTS. 
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